13th MEETING 

PARLIAMENTARY ASIA PACIFIC FORUM
Ha Long, Socialist Republic of Vietnam

 January 9-14, 2004

APPLICATION OF THE DOHA DEVELOPMENT AGENDA 
Draft Resolution from Mexico
THE THIRTEENTH MEETING OF THE PARLIAMENTARY ASIA PACIFIC FORUM
Reaffirming the important role that the WTO plays in the promotion and strengthening of the multilateral trade system and observing with interest the results of the ministerial discussions of Doha about global trade liberalization, including the agreement about the mandate and time for the Doha Development Agenda; 

Recognizing that the benefits of negotiations tending to consolidate a world trade system must be available for all members of the WTO thus ensuring a relationship of justice and equity between exporting and importing countries, as well as between developed and developing countries, trying to achieve more benefits for the latter; 
Recognizing with pleasure the decision adopted by the WTO General Council of July 31, 2004, related to the Work Program of Doha, within the Framework for Establishing Modalities in Agriculture – known as the July Package- that has substantially enabled solving the problem of agricultural subsidies; 
Recognizing that the so-called July Package has consolidated the expectations that the impasse that arose after holding the Fifth Ministerial Conference that was held in Cancun, Mexico, has finally been overcome, beginning from the moment when a consensual Work Program was set up to advance the multilateral trade negotiations particularly in the sector of agricultural products;  
Being aware, however, that the July Package adopted by the WTO General Council on July 31, 2004, does not constitute a detailed agreement but rather reserves most of the decisions for future negotiations, without any specific time limit; 

Knowing, in this sense, that the beginning of the solution of the subject of agricultural subsidies might allow us to advance more rapidly to comply with the Doha Development Agenda, because the agricultural subsidies might cause a strong distortion of the markets that affects the spirit of free trade and generates growing unbalances between the economies of developed and developing countries;  

Considering that it is of the utmost importance to promote definition of a framework to act to advance mainly subjects of interest for developing countries, such as special safeguard mechanisms and special products for developing countries, according to that stipulated in the July 31 decision; 
Recalling the goal and commitment of the WTO to balance the challenges and the equal perspectives of non developed and developed countries to make a more equitable global trade system a reality;  

Being aware that parliaments can perform substantial contributions to negotiations developed inside the WTO since they represent popular sovereignty and may legitimately contribute to express the will of the people in international forums and to promote popular backing for international agreements;   
RESOLVES TO:
1. To urge the governments of the member nations of APPF which are also part of the World Trade Organization to continue working on the three pillars of the negotiation defined in the Framework Agreement of July of 2004, (elimination of every form of subsidy to exports; substantial reduction of measures of internal support, sources of distortion of competition, and market access) preserving an adequate balance and equity in the development of world trade among developed nations and those being developed; 
2. To reiterate the commitment of the APPF parliaments towards the promotion of free but fair trade, that will benefit in equal manner all the people of the world, that will extend the possibilities of achieving real sustainable development and that will contribute significantly to reduce world poverty;    
3. Recognizing that in spite of the advances achieved, we must advance much more in areas not totally defined in the negotiations, so as to ensure a positive final result of the Doha Development Agenda, particularly for those nations being developed; 
4. To urge the governments of our nations to provide extensive, detailed and sufficient information to our agricultural sectors about the results of the negotiations in that area, related with the so-called “three pillars”, as is established in the July 31, 2004 decisions and which are: access to all markets, national help and competition of exports.  
5. To recognize the commitment of APPF parliaments to supervise, from the perspective of legislative power, the negotiations that our governments are developing within the World Trade Organization, promoting justice and equity and being aware at all times of the original goals of the WTO, as were established in the Marrakesh Agreement. 
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