13th Asia Pacific Parliamentary Forum, Halong City, Vietnam, 09-14 January, 2005
Draft Resolution on A more Focused Approach to the HIV/ AIDS Problem
(Philippines)
The 13th Annual Meeting of the Asia Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF),
Aware that the HIV/ AIDS epidemic has reached disturbing proportions and is now both an emergency and long term development issue per conclusion reached by the UNAIDS,

Alarmed that Asia has been considered as the epidemic’s next fertile breeding ground, after the Sub- Sahara African region, with 30% of reported infections, majority of which is in South Asia,

Disturbed that 50% of the infections affect women and, therefore, create a dangerous situation where newly-born infants become prone to the HIV/ AIDS infection,

Recalling that the 2004 Report on the Global AIDS epidemic states that global response continues to lag behind and is outpaced by the rapid spread of the disease,
Cognizant of the importance of the role of the APPF in addressing the epidemic in the Asia- Pacific region, talking into consideration its wide membership as well as the economic capacity of some select members,

Resolve to:

1. call on APPF member- states to align all policies, programs and initiatives on the prevention and control of HIV/ AIDS within the framework of the United Nations Millennium Declaration of Year 2000 which set a 15-year time “to halve, halt and begin to reserve” the spread of HIV/ AIDS,

2. Call on all APPF member-states and parliaments to ensure that their laws, policies and practices are reviewed and adjusted to conform to the International Guidelines on HIV/ AIDS and Human Rights issued by UNAIDS and the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in 1998,
3. Enjoy all APPF member-states to recognize that the prevention and comprehensive management, care and support of people living with HIV/ AIDS are inseparable elements of an effective response to combat HIV/AIDS. Programs to combat HIV/ AIDS, therefore, should be non-discriminating within a supportive social environment,

4. Request all APPF member-states to devise a monitoring mechanism with their respective Parliaments in cooperation with appropriate UN agencies to determine progress of work in HIV/ AIDS management, prevention and control,

5. Request all APPF member-states to create opportunities for civil society and businesses to contribute to the AIDS response  through public and private partnerships,
6. Request all donor-countries to assist recipient countries of AIDS funds to improve capacity to utilize such funds efficiently and effectively and to monitor performance and impact.

